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G reetings River Piners.  In the last message 

we discussed spending some time this year 

on a review of the Bylaws.  A small team has 

started on the effort, and we welcome comments 

from any interested co-owners; feel free to bend 

the ear of any Board member.  We'll discuss this at 

the Spring Association meeting, and hopefully 

we'll have a set of proposals approved by the 

Board and by the lawyers in time for voting by co-

owners at the Fall meeting.  The newsletter that 

you receive prior to the Fall meeting will have the 

complete text of any changes, along with 

explanation, so there won't be any surprises, and 

you'll have ample time to make your decisions.  

 

Quotes have been received for the asphalt 

replacement to be done this year, with the choice 

to be made at the April Board meeting.  The 

sections to be replaced this year are the circle at 

the end of Lone Pine Lane, Court Ridge Court, 

River Pines Drive between Court Ridge Court and 

Lone Pine Lane, River Ridge Court, and road from 

River Ridge Court to the south entrance of River 

Pines.  Some work will be done to try to correct 

the puddle that forms at the south entrance when it 

rains, though we have been informed by the City 

that their repaving of Bridgeman, which would 

also impact the area of the puddle, will not be done 

this year. 

Elsewhere in this edition of the newsletter you'll 

find an updated roster of the Lighting Committee.  

One committee member, who joined last year, has 

been so impressed by the poor design and low 

quality of the existing garage light fixtures that he's 

researching the costs and implications of upgrading 

to a new design.    To do so would open the 

question of whether we also change the porch and 

deck fixtures to match (while allowing individual 

co-owners to opt out).  There is still a ways to go 

before a proposal is before the Board for a vote, 

and if it happens it may be more likely next year 

than this; the change would almost certainly be 

accompanied by a change in the light source from 

compact fluorescent bulbs to LEDs. 

 

Most of the recent business before the Board has 

been routine.  Our FHA re-certification has been 

approved, and we've approved renewal of the 

employment contracts of our maintenance man and 

site manager.  This year's spring cleanup will 

involve more work than usual, due to the high 

winds that we experienced last month; we lost 

something like 16 trees, all evergreens. 

 

The date of our Spring Association meeting is 

approaching, and we encourage co-owners to 

attend.  This will not be a formal business meeting, 

but information that we trust will be of interest to 

co-owners will be presented, and as usual the 

Board will be anxious to hear your concerns and 

answer your questions. 
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Obituaries  

 

L ong time River Pines resident Lee Holmes 

passed away March 18, 2017.  

 

Lee Holmes moved out of River Pines a couple of 

years ago, but will be greatly missed by those who 

knew him.   

River Pines Board of Directors 
 

Bruce Tobis   President 
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McShane and Associates 
6230 Orchard Lake Road, Suite 200 

West Bloomfield, MI 48322 

Phone: 248-855-6492  

 

Spring Hours 8 am—4 pm 

For Emergencies after 4:00 p.m. call: 248-456-0233 

 

www.riverpinescondominiums.com 

Mark Your Calendars  
 

T he River Pines Annual Garage 

Sale is being held Friday, June 

9th and Saturday, June 10th, 2017.  
 

Posters will be going up soon at the mail stations, on 

the website, and by e-mail on how you can sign up to 

participate in this annual event.  

 

 

Monthly Breakfast 

 
The River Pines Monthly Breakfast will be held on 

Saturday, May 13th rather than May 6th due to the 

Spring Ladies Luncheon.  

Introducing: 

McShane 

Work Order 

Web Portal  
 

 

 

M cShane is pleased to announce our new work 

order web site!  Please view the separate 

mailing we sent out that has detailed instructions, 

your user name, and password.  This will streamline 

the work order process and allows co-owners to cre-

ate new work orders, view the status of all work or-

ders opened, and closed, ask questions on open work 

orders, or ask any general questions you may have.  

Any correspondence is saved on your portal dash-

board and you will no longer have to search through 

emails or call us for details, all the information you 

need is just a click away.  You will also be able to 

view and verify your contact information, if contact 

information has changed or is not accurate, you can 

electronically submit update contact information by 

filling out a form.  We hope you try this new and 

improved system. 

 

In addition, McShane long-time service department 

employee Mikki Coliton has recently retired. Please 

join McShane in welcoming Colleen Myers & Ryan 

Fox to their service department. In the event you do 

need to call their office to discuss a work order,  

Colleen or Ryan will be happy to assist!  
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Lighting Committee  

 

T he current River Pines Lighting Committee is:  

Area Contact 

21780 - 22255 River Ridge Tr. Frank Pilzner 

Silver Ridge Ct. 248-426-6851 

  

Lone Pine Ln. Laurie Daignault 

Court Ridge Court 248-476-1938 

Lancrest Ct. gbtbpp33@gmail.com 

    

River Pines Ct. Bruce Tobis 

Blue Spruce Dr. 248-471-5981 

River Pines Dr. btobis@yahoo.com 

    

Knollwood Lane Tom Fifelski 

  248-391-3918 

  tfifelski@mi.rr.com 

    

White Pine Tr. Mark Laktzian 

Red Pine Drive 248-761-6328 

22265 - 22385 River Ridge Tr. mlakt12@gmail.com 

    

River Ridge Ct. Al Uema 

21615 - 21770 River Ridge Tr. 248-471-0438 

The volunteers on this Committee replace burned out 

light bulbs in the two fixtures adjacent to your garage 

door.  All that the co-owner needs to do is report a 

burned out bulb to the volunteer who is responsible 

for their location. 

 

If you have a concern with the garage lighting, 

please contact the Committee chairman, Bruce. 

Follow the Money  

 

O ne thing that changes with the new year is our 

River Pines dues.  The change in shifting from 

2016 to 2017 was unique in that it incorporated some 

corrections to the calculations, but as is usual every-

one saw a shift in their monthly payment.  This Janu-

ary we had a small number of co-owners sending in 

their dues at the 2016 rate, and in sorting that out a 

surprise appeared. 

 

The easiest way to pay your River Pines dues is by 

arranging to let McShane make an automatic with-

drawal from one of your bank accounts.  An arrange-

ment that is just as easy on your end is to have  your 

financial institution make an automatic payment to 

McShane.  But with the automatic payment, the bur-

den is on the co-owner to remember to update the 

amount every January.  And (here's the surprising 

part) while your automatic payment is electronic on 

your end, the rest of the transaction has the financial 

institution creating a paper check, and snail-mailing 

it to the McShane offices. 

 

It is of course the co-owner's right to choose either 

payment method, but switching to an automated 

withdrawal will both make the management of ac-

counts as efficient as possible, and will avoid the 

need to make an annual update. 

Crime Prevention 

 

P aw Watch is a new program by the Farmington 

Hills Police Department through the Crime Pre-

vention Section.   It’s a program to teach residents 

who walk their dogs regularly how to effectively ob-

serve and report suspicious activity. 

Interested co-owners should contact Crime Preven-

tion at (248) 871-2750.  Co-owners must attend an 

hour-long training program that will teach pet own-

ers to observe and report suspicious activity.  It will 

also stress personal safety and making sure co-

owners stay safe while walking their dogs.  Once a 

co-owner completes this mandatory training, their 

pet will receive a “Paw Watch” bandana. 

Do you feel safe in your own home?  Consider re-

questing a security survey which is offered free to all 

Farmington Hills residents.  The survey identifies 

potential security risks and recommends cost-

effective solutions to deter crime.  To set-up an ap-

pointment, call (248) 871-2750. 

A representative from the Crime Prevention de-

partment will be speaking at the upcoming Spring 

Informational Meeting being held on Wednesday, 

May 24th at 7 pm at the Costick Center.  
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. 
McShane and Associates 

6230 Orchard Lake Road 

Suite 200 

West Bloomfield, MI 48322 

 

Phone: 248-855-6492 

 

SAVE THE DATES!  

 

Spring Information Meeting 

Wednesday, May 24th, 2017 

7:00pm 
Shannon Hall, The Costick Center 

 

Annual Meeting  

September 20th, 2017 

 7:00pm 
Shannon Hall, The Costick Center 


