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Message from the President 
By: Bruce Tobis  

 

GGG reetings River Piners. By now you should 

have received the new edition of the 

Handbook and Directory, along with a summary 

of the 2018 budget compared to that of last year.  

If there is anything missing or inaccurate in the 

Directory information, please inform the 

management company.  We'll publish updates 

and corrections that we're aware of in this 

newsletter. 

 

We've received quotes for the repairs necessary 

at the west pond, and expect that the work will 

start soon and be completed this winter.  The 

Board has also approved CJB Pest Control as the 

successor to Eradico for pest control work, 

though we still have to sign a contract. 

 

In this newsletter you'll find a description of our 

plans to change to new garage light fixtures, and 

to save a bit of expense and maintenance by 

switching from CFL to LED bulbs.  This will 

apparently be the first time that River Pines has 

done anything to change the outward appearance 

of its buildings. 
 

 

 

 

Reviewing the Bylaws 
 

T his year, finally, the Bylaws review 

committee is finding some traction, and 

work is underway.  Since any change to the 

Bylaws requires the approval of at least 2/3 of all 

co-owners, this is not a task to be approached 

lightly. 

 

The plan is to have the committee submit all 

possible changes to the Board of Directors for 

review and discussion at the February Board 

meeting.  The changes that the Board can agree 

on will be described in detail in the next edition 

of this newsletter, for your review, and at the 

same time will be sent to our lawyers to flag any 

legal issues in our intentions.  We will have the 

Bylaws changes on the agenda at our Spring 

informational meeting.  During the summer we'll 

revise the propose changes in light of co-owner 

feedback and advice from the lawyers.  At the 

Fall Association meeting, we'll vote on the 

Bylaws changes along with the usual election of 

Board members. 

 

Whether at the Spring meeting, or before or after, 

don't hesitate to contact any Board member with 

questions or suggestions that you have.  We're 

not aware of the need for dramatic changes in 

any area, but at the very least the Bylaws should 

be amended to accommodate advances in 

technology (drones are everyone's favorite 

example) that have arisen since the Bylaws were 

first drafted.  This will probably be just the 

addition of clauses to explicitly grant the Board 

the authority to make rules regarding those 

technologies if it ever becomes necessary.  There 

will also be a handful of changes that correct 

typographical errors, and probably several areas 

in the existing Bylaws where clarification is 

desired. 
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River Pines Board of Directors 
 

Bruce Tobis   President 

Mark Laktzian  Vice President 

Jan Hall                       Treasurer 

Joyce Brandemihl   Secretary 

Glenda Wilkinson  Director 

Michael Reilly  Director 

Rodney Love              Director 

 

McShane and Associates 
6230 Orchard Lake Road, Suite 200 

West Bloomfield, MI 48322 

Phone: 248-855-6492  

Winter Hours 9 am—4 pm 

For Emergencies after 4:00 p.m. call: 248-456-0233 

Welcome New Co-Owners 
By: The Welcoming Committee 

 

R iver Pines would like to 

welcome to our neighbor-

hood the following new co-

owners. Please update your latest 

directory, with the information below.  
 

Vincent & Joanne Small 

21680 River Ridge Court  

(248-719-1730 & 248-505-1879) 

 

Connie Lark & Kay Kermode 

35075 Silver Ridge Court 

(734-620-2231 & 734-629-7432) 

 

Audrey Akins 

35171 White Pine Trail 

(248-471-0099) 

 

Sue Shinney 

22195 River Ridge Trail 

(248-579-6645) 

 

Corrections to the Directory 
 
Gerard Mellnick 

35203 Knollwood Lane 

(248-880-5411) 

 

William & Donna Hacker 

21980 River Ridge Trail 

(248-790-9027) 
 

Salt Buckets Available 

 

I f you are still in need of additional salt due to 

isolated icy spots, or want the added safety, 

the Association provides 5 gallon buckets of salt 

that you can keep.  Should you have a bucket 

that’s empty and need more, call Bob Goodman 

(248) 756-3888 or Greg Nothnagel  (734) 323-

7594.  Note that there are now salt buckets at 

each of the mail stations. 

 

Don’t Spend It All In One Place 

 

L ast month, a number of co-owners received 

in the mail a check from the Association for 

$17.05.  This annual mailing has been going on 

for quite a few years now, there may be relative-

ly new co-owners who have never heard the ex-

planation.  Since the check stub didn't include an 

explanation, we can tell the story here.   

 

The “number” mentioned above is exactly 110.  

That is also, not coincidentally, the number of 

detached units at River Pines.  Every unit has 

two lights on the front surface of the garage, and 

for attached units all four (or three) sets of gar-

age lights are wired through an independent me-

ter, with the charge for electric usage paid by the 

Association.  For detached units, however, the 

garage lights are wired through the meter for the 

unit, and the garage light electricity is included 

in the co-owner's electric bill.  So the check from 

the Association is to reimburse those co-owners 

for the portion of their electric bill that is due to 

the garage lights. 

 

Since the amount of time that the garage lights 

are on will vary with weather conditions, the 

time of year, and the location within River Pines, 

the amount of the reimbursement is an estimated 

average. 
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Garage Shrubs 
By: The Grounds Committee 

 

A s many of you know, 

our garage shrubs have 

been getting bigger and 

bigger.  Now some are 

starting to scrape the side of 

cars as they are entering the garage.  These large 

shrubs can only be trimmed so much until they 

begin to look like woody stubs not green shrubs. 

 

Early this spring, the Grounds Committee will be 

reviewing all the shrubs in the complex.  We will 

be determining which are too large and should be 

replaced.  Our landscape contractor has told us 

that we can get a discount on a larger order if we 

order by April 1st. 

 

If you think your shrubs should be replaced as 

they are rubbing against your car, please contact 

Janet Hall, Grounds Committee Chair at (248) 

615-1565. 

 

 

Walking in the Dark 
 

I n the past we've published appeals to drivers 

within River Pines to be alert for pedestrians 

and to drive with the pedestrian's safety in mind 

as well as their own.  Not only does that bear re-

peating, but at this time of year, with the sun set-

ting so early, pedestrians are more likely to be 

taking their walks after nightfall.  In the dark, not 

only should the driver be especially alert, but the 

pedestrian should take precautions to be as no-

ticeable as possible.  Reflective clothing or carry-

ing a flashlight are both good ideas.  Another 

good idea is walking on the left side of the street, 

facing the oncoming traffic; the glare of head-

lights may be annoying, but not as annoying as 

waking up in the emergency room. 

Garage lights 
   

I n the last newsletter last year, we mentioned 

plans to replace the garage light fixtures.  At 

the same time, we'll be converting from CFL to 

LED bulbs.  The photo here shows the new fix-

ture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The same fixtures were used by the builder for 

porch, patio, and deck outdoor lighting, in addi-

tion to the two garage lights.  The light fixtures 

that are at the porch, patio, and deck locations 

are limited common element items that are the 

responsibility of the individual co-owner.  

Therefore, it will be up to you to decide, for 

your unit, whether you would like to have a 

porch, patio or deck light changed from the ex-

isting, original fixture to the new one in the 

photo.  If you do choose to change to the new 

fixture, you would be expected to contribute the 

cost of the new fixture; the installation will be 

handled by the same River Pines volunteers 

who will be changing the garage fixtures. 

 

To make sure that there is no misunderstanding, 

we ask that your preference to change to the 

new fixture be communicated in writing.  An e-

mail to the management company is one option.  

Before starting this work, we'll talk about it at 

the Spring Association meeting, and at that 

meeting we'll have sign-up sheets for the same 

purpose. 
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. 
McShane and Associates 

6230 Orchard Lake Road 

Suite 200 

West Bloomfield, MI 48322 

 

Phone: 248-855-6492 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 SAVE THE DATE! 

Spring Information Meeting 

 

May 23rd, 2018 7:00pm 
Shannon Hall, The Costick Center 

 

Watch for more information, 

 in your Mail Station notice! 


