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Message from the
President-
By: Ed LeFevre

Here it is April already and many
thought winter would never end. The

Snow Birds are coming home to nest and the
grass will be turning green soon. This is a
beautiful time of the year when everything
gets renewed except our bodies.

The first thing I want to remind you of is the

“Spring Information Meeting”
May 20th, 2015

7:00 PM @
The Costick Center

Put this date on your calendar and plan to at-
tend to get an update of what’s going on in
River Pines. If you have a question that you
would like us to address please send it to our
Administration Manager, John Fahrner. His
email is jf5090@gmail.com or call him @
248-765-1220. You can also contact Court-
ney Trzos at the McShane Management of-
fice, 248-855-6492 Ext 233.

This spring and summer we will be replacing
some of the trees that we removed last fall.
We removed the trees because they had over-
grown some areas and presented a hazard to
some units. Our Landscape Contractor,

Greenlawn, has prepared a preliminary plan
and the Grounds Committee will be finalizing
the location, number of trees or shrubs and
the species. The planting should happen
early in the fall of this year.

In the February newsletter we listed the an-
nual projects and regular maintenance activi-
ties that will be going on soon. The so called
annual projects are:

 Window inspection and repair
 Concrete inspection and repair
 Porch wood staining
 Porch wood replacement for 2016
 Catch Basin inspection and repair
 Chimney Cap inspection and replacement
 Unit painting
 Phase 5 road repaving project

In addition there are regular maintenance pro-
jects like:

 Lawn cutting and fertilization
 Trim back of natural areas
 Sprinkler inspection and repair
 Waterfall maintenance
 Gutter cleaning and repairs
 Underground downspout maintenance
 Basement repairs
 Roof maintenance and repair
 Tree trimming and maintenance

On our road paving project we plan to repave
River Ridge Tr. from White Pine to River
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Welcome New Co-Owners
By: The Welcoming Committee

River Pines would like to welcome to our
neighborhood the following new co-

owners. Please update your latest directory,
with the information below.

Irving & Sylvia Ginsberg
35138 White Pine Trail
(248-427-9497)

Ronald & Deanna Gaffney
22161 Lancrest Court
Deanna (734-634-1061)
Ronald (734-634-1284)

Patricia Suber
35214 Knollwood Lane
(313-415-8709)

Beatriz Villarruel
21971 Lancrest Court

Please also note the following change to the
new co-owner listing from the February news-
letter;

Deb Solomon (Not Bob)
22180 River Pines Drive
(586-215-5780)

Ridge Ct. near the mail station. This will al-
low residents on River Ridge Tr. to park on
River Ridge Ct. We will repave River Ridge
Ct next year We have not finalized our plan
but we also have the north end of White Pine
and a section of River Ridge Tr. between
Blue Spruce and Lone Pine Ln to do.

As mentioned earlier, it is difficult to think of
all the things you might be interested in so
please let us know. We really do not have
secrets so we will take all questions.

When can I Put out
my Trash?
By: Staff

Trash pick up is on
Wednesday, unless there

is a holiday in the early part of
the week, and then pick up is a
day later (Thursday). More de-

tailed information regarding trash handling is
in the Association Handbook.

Lately, we have had residents putting out
their trash over the weekend and then every-
one has to put up with the unsightly appear-
ance for 3-4 days. Large items like refrigera-
tors, TV’s or freezers are often put out on
Saturday when family or friends are avail-
able. That means all the neighbors have to
look at the trash for several days.

All trash is not to be put out until after 6 PM
on the Tuesday before pick up. If you have a
bulky or heavy item that cannot be handled
by yourself, call Waste Management at (800)
796-9696 to make further arrangements.

Trash day makes the site look terrible nearly
all day. First, the debris is piled in the drive
or on the lawn, and then the empty trash bar-
rels are left until the evening to be removed
and placed in the garage. Some people like to
push the recycle bin to the garage door and
leave it there. This is not permitted.

Our objective is to keep the site as attractive
as possible, at all times. That’s why we tend
to be fussy regarding trash, parked cars and
debris around units. Please be considerate
about keeping the area around your unit tidy.
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Be Alert—Be Aware
By: John Fahrner

Now that spring is here, and summer is
approaching, it’s time to get outside

and get familiar with your surroundings. Yes,
it is important that you be aware of what is
normal activity and what might be suspicious
activity in our community. River Pines and
its residents are not immune to malicious or
criminal activity.

So look around and be aware of the activity
around you!

Over the next 4-5 months the following con-
tractors will be on site and part of the annual
improvements and maintenance.

 Greenlawn Landscape—lawns, fertilizer,
landscaping

 American Euro—Painting
 Cedarbrook & Restore-A-Deck —Deck

Staining
 Northwest Contracting—Roof repair
 Allen Contracting—Cement work

(driveways, sidewalk, curbs)
 Major League Gutter Cleaning—Gutter

cleaning
 Andrew Tree Service—Tree removal and

trimming
 Just Windows & Doors—Window Re-

pairs/replacement
 Kremer Garage Doors—Garage Door re-

pair
 KG Construction—Building repairs
 Century Gutter—Gutter repair/

replacement
 Everlast— Asphalt

There are other contractors that will be on

site and of course there are the contractors
used by co-owners for rug cleaning, plumb-
ing and other home improvement. We just
want you to be aware if you see something
out of place, you may want to report it to the
police.

NO SOLICITORS!

River Pines has a policy of no soliciting in
the community. If you see solicitors, call
the Farmington Hills Police and report.
They come out and chase them away or
ticket them.

Watch for Scams.
Recently in Northville and Farmington there
were reports of three women walking through
neighborhoods knocking on doors. When you
answered they would say they were looking
for day work, or that they had the wrong
house. If you didn’t answer, your house po-
tentially would be broken into. If this hap-
pens to you report this activity to police.

Always to remember to keep your front door
locked and garage closed if you’re working
in the back.

We have a very safe community that has had
the very minimal amount of criminal activity.
To keep it that way it is all of our responsibil-
ity to be alert and diligent in taking care of
ourselves and each other.
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Alteration or
Modification
to Your Unit
By: The Architectural Commit-
tee

Realizing we have 10
to 20 new residents

every year, it is necessary
every so often to remind our co-owners of
various board policies. We have a Modifica-
tions Request form and it is intended to be
used for changes around and within your
unit.

It seems that whenever the seasons change
we all begin to think about projects around
our unit. In most cases whenever you
change something on the outside of your
unit, a Modification Request is required.
This process is designed to maintain the in-
tegrity of the condominium association and
continue with the uniformity concept.

Of course, when we decide to do a project,
everyone is anxious to get started. On page
67 of the Association Handbook, the board
policy on “Interior Modifications” is ex-
plained as is applicable to exterior modifica-
tions as well. The Architectural Committee
is currently working on a document that will
list typical changes that require a Mod Re-
quest and which changes do not require a
Mod Request. Some changes and projects
will require a city building permit.

The paperwork is easy to complete and basi-
cally all we ask for is your explanation of
what you want to do and to provide a draw-
ing or architectural sketch of your project.
Many times it is necessary to have a contrac-
tor develop the drawing of what you are
planning to do. Once the drawing is com-
pleted the contractor and you are anxious to

start. You can obtain a copy of the Architec-
tural Modification Request form by calling
the McShane office, 248-855-6492 or you
can go to:

www.riverpinescondominiums.com

On the River Pines web site, go to
“Management” and then select the sub menu
item “Management Forms” and the Modifi-
cation Request Form is listed in 2 different
formats for your use. These can be
downloaded directly to your computer. Once
the form is completed you can attach it to an
email to McShane and Associates, Attention
Courtney Trzos. Her email address is:
courtney@mcshanemanagement.com.

Recognizing the urgency to provide approval
for your project, the Board has implemented
many things to expedite the approval proc-
ess. However, co-owners should not expect
the approval process to be treated as an
“Emergency”. Many people just send an
email to McShane and expect to get an OK
or approval with a day or so.

When the management agency receives the
modification request they insure all the
proper information is provided. Once the re-
quest is finalized, the information is for-
warded to the Architectural Committee and
the Board for approval. Remember, the
Board and the Architectural Committee serve
on a voluntary basis and cannot be expected
to stop everything they are doing to process
your project for approval. Nevertheless,
rather than wait for the next board meeting
the information is e-mailed to the board
members and that usually allows us to obtain
approval within 2 or 3 days. The entire proc-
ess, from the time you mail in your request
for modification to receiving approval from
the Board, will take from 5 to 10 business

(Continued on page 5…)
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days.
So, refer to the association handbook for the
rules, regulations and policies as you de-
velop your project. Once you are sure you
are in compliance, submit your information
to McShane & Associates and we’ll do eve-
rything we can to get you prompt approval.

Annual Garage Sale
June 12 & 13, 2015

Cleaning out that basement? Too much
clutter in the garage? Can’t get the kids

to get their junk out of the house?

Well how about trying to make some money
off your gently used items? Yes! It’s back for
another chance of making millions off your
unused, unwanted treasures from the past.

Plan on being a part of the River Pines An-
nual Garage Sale to be held Friday June 12th
and Saturday June 13th. And the good news
is that you only need to bring your items out
to your garage. River Pines will be taking
care of the advertising, balloons, providing
maps to your residence (and all participating
residents). Just plan on relaxing in your
lounge chair with a glass of sweet tea, and
watch as your least prized possessions are
sold and one of your prized possessions (your
wallet) gets a little fatter.

Posters will be going up soon at the mail sta-
tions, on the website, and by e-mail on how
you can sign up to participate in this annual
event.

Social Committee
Volunteers Needed

Having served as the Social Committee
Chair for many years, Sharon Hicks

has decided to retire from this position and
give others the opportunity to get involved.
We need a couple of people who enjoy plan-
ning small events such as the River Pines
Holiday Party and Ladies Spring Luncheon.
There have been golf outings and picnics in
prior years. Maybe you have an idea for an-
other fun event. Now's your chance to make
it happen! Without a Social Committee,
there will be no further community events
like we've enjoyed in the past. Please con-
tact Joyce Brandemihl or Barbara Lee if in-
terested.

We would like to thank Sharon for all her
years of service on this committee and creat-
ing fun events for us.

(Continued from page 4…)
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Spring is a great time to brush up on your
knowledge of tornadoes and severe

weather and know what to do if a warning is
issued. Know the difference between a tor-
nado watch and a tornado warning:

A tornado watch is issued to alert people that
weather conditions indicate that a tornado
could develop in your area. A tornado warn-
ing is issued when a tornado has actually
been sighted or is indicated by radar. A fun-
nel cloud is a column of violently rotating
winds extending down from a thunderstorm-
like cloud that does not touch the ground.

Michigan averages about 16 tornadoes per
year, and since 1950 tornadoes have caused
239 deaths. Most tornadoes occur in April,
May, June, and July most often between the
hours of 3-7pm. They travel about five miles
and are grounded for about 10 minutes. In
extreme cases, they have been known to
travel in excess of 100 miles. A typical tor-
nado sustains winds between 71 and 125
miles per hour.

Clues a tornado may be forming – Watch for
dark, often greenish skies. Look for what ap-
pears to be a dark wall cloud. Just before a
tornado forms, there is a downpour of large

hail. Also, listen for a loud roar, often referred
to as the sound of a freight train. Remember, a
tornado can strike anytime, anyplace, and more
than once.

Where to take shelter – Head for the designated
shelter area or a central area on the lowest level
of your home or business. A basement offers
the greatest safety. Seek shelter under sturdy
furniture if possible. In homes without base-
ments, take cover in the center part of your
house, on the lowest floor in a small room such
as a closet or bathroom. Stay away from all
windows.

Mobile homes – Leave this home immediately
and take shelter in a prearranged substantial
shelter area. If there is no shelter nearby, leave
your trailer and lie flat in a ditch or ravine. Do
not seek shelter under your mobile home.

While driving – Get out of your vehicle and
take shelter in a nearby ditch or ravine. Do not
continue driving and do not take shelter under
your vehicle once you’ve stopped.

At work or school – Follow advanced plans to
move to interior hallways or small rooms on the
lowest floors of the building. Avoid areas with
glass and wide, free-span roofs.

Open country – Lie in a gully, ditch or low spot
in the ground and hold onto something on the
ground if possible. Do not seek shelter in a
damaged building as it may collapse.

Every tornado season, take time with your fam-
ily to review your primary shelter area. Practice
this by having everyone in the family go there
in response to a tornado threat.

The Farmington/Farmington Hills Emergency
Preparedness Commission (EPC) urges resi-
dents and businesses to have a 72-hour disaster
“Go Kit” which should con-

Fire Department - Tornado
Safety - Planning Ahead is
Vital!

(Continued on page 7…)
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Obituaries
It is with sadness that we report that long-time
resident Lori Dunn, passed away on April 6th.
The Dunns have lived on White Pine Trail for 18
years, and Lori will be dearly missed.

tain items such as: flashlights, extra batteries,
battery operated radio (AM 1650 for up-
dates), first aid kit, can opener, canned food,
bottled water and extra clothing

After a tornado – Turn on the radio or televi-
sion for the latest emergency information.
Stay out of damaged buildings. Return home
only if authorities say it’s safe. Use the tele-
phone only for emergency calls. Leave a
building if you smell gas or chemical fumes.
Clean up all spills involving medicines,
bleaches, gasoline or other flammable liq-
uids.

Document the damage. Take pictures of
damage to the house and its contents for in-
surance purposes. Watch out for debris, espe-
cially broken glass, and downed power lines
and gas line breaks. Cooperate with local of-
ficials.

It’s not a matter of if a disaster happens;
it’s a matter of when. Being prepared can
greatly reduce the danger and distress you
and your family may face.

We have many new
co-owners that

have joined us and may not be aware of our
wildlife strategy. Some Co-owners enjoy
feeding bread, popcorn, goodies and whatnot
to the wildlife around River Pines. Fox,
ducks and Canadian geese are living among
us because they know they will be fed. Then,
co-owners want someone to remove the un-
desirable droppings that are left behind.

Some residents enjoy feeding the squirrels.
They look so cute running around the yard
and up and down the trees. When fall and
winter comes the squirrels start looking for
places to bury food for the winter as well as
shelter. They find openings along the roof
overhang, vents, etc. and enter the unit.
Co-owners then call the Management Agency
or our Maintenance Man and want the critters
removed.

These animals are WILD and will find their
own food. We interfere with their instincts
when we provide food for them. WE DO
NOT NEED TO FEED THEM!!

Thank you.

Do not
Feed the
Critters!

(Continued from page 6…)

Who is Responsible for
the Inside of the
Garage?
By: Staff

According to the master deed article 4,

the garage space and interior surfaces

of the ceilings, floors and perimeter walls in

the garage is the responsibility of the co-

owner. The garage door is the responsibility

of the association. If you have any questions,

about this, refer to the master deed.
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Safety Tips: Written By A
Cop

In daylight hours, refresh yourself of these

things to do in an emergency situation...It

never hurts to be careful in this crazy world

we live in.

1.Tip from Tae Kwon Do : The elbow is the

strongest point on your body. If you are close

enough to use it, do!

2. Learned this from a tourist guide. If a rob-

ber asks for your wallet and/or purse, DO

NOT HAND IT TO HIM. Toss it away from

you...Chances are that he is more interested

in your wallet and/or purse than you, and he

will go for the wallet/purse. RUN LIKE

MAD IN THE OTHER DIRECTION!

3. If you are ever thrown into the trunk of a

car, kick out the back tail lights and stick

your arm out the hole and start waving like

crazy.. The driver won't see you, but every-

body else will. This has saved lives.

4. Women have a tendency to get into their

cars after shopping, eating, working, etc.,

and just sit (doing their checkbook, or mak-

ing a list, etc. DON'T DO THIS!) The preda-

tor will be watching you, and this is the per-

fect opportunity for him to get in on the pas-

senger side, put a gun to your head, and tell

you where to go. AS SOON AS YOU GET

INTO YOUR CAR, LOCK THE DOORS

AND LEAVE..

If someone is in the car with a gun to your

head DO NOT DRIVE OFF! Instead gun the

engine and speed into anything, wrecking the

car. Your Air Bag will save you. If the person

is in the back seat they will get the worst of

it. As soon as the car crashes bail out and run.

It is better than having them find your body

in a remote location.

5. A few notes about getting into your car in

a parking lot, or parking garage:

A.) Be aware: look around you, look into

your car, at the passenger side floor , and in

the back seat.

B.) If you are parked next to a big van, enter

your car from the passenger door. Most serial

killers attack their victims by pulling them

into their vans while the women are attempt-

ing to get into their cars.

C.) Look at the car parked on the driver's side

of your vehicle, and the passenger side.. If a

male is sitting alone in the seat nearest your

car, you may want to walk back into the mall,

or work, and get a guard/policeman to walk

you back out.

6. ALWAYS take the elevator instead of the

stairs. Stairwells are horrible places to be

alone and the perfect crime spot. This is espe-

cially true at NIGHT!)

7. If the predator has a gun and you are not

under his control ALWAYS RUN! The

predator will only hit you (a
(Continued on page 9…)
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Mailbox Issues
By: Joyce Brandemihl

Some of

you may

have received a

letter from a

company called

H o m e s e r v e .

They offer to

sell you insur-

ance protection

against any problems with the buried exterior

water line in front of your unit. If it sounds

like a scam to you, that’s exactly what it is.

We are not responsible for the outside water

lines. It does sound pretty scary and that’s

the idea.

Also, many of us have been having problems

with mail delivery to the wrong addresses.

Usually, we just give it to the right person,

Pods and Dumpsters in
Driveways
By: Staff

We have seen several co-owners that

have dumpsters and pods put in

their driveway without first getting permis-

sion from the Board. Everyone should get

permission before setting dumpsters or pods

in the driveway.

Please call McShane & Associates, prior to

finalizing any dumpster or pods delivery, to

receive approval from the Association.

running target) 4 in 100 times; and even then,

it most likely WILL NOT be a vital organ.

RUN, Preferably in a zig -zag pattern!

8. Water scam! If you wake up in the middle

of the night to hear all your taps outside run-

ning or what you think is a burst pipe, DO

NOT GO OUT TO INVESTIGATE! These

people turn on all your outside taps full blast

so that you will go out to investigate and then

attack.

Stay alert, keep safe, and look out for your

neighbors!

the nice thing to do. When complaining

twice at the main Post Office however, I was

told to put the mail into the Outgoing slot.

That way the carrier knows a mistake was

made and they are more likely to do a better

job. It seems to me that it has gotten better

after the second complaint. Lets hope so.

(Continued from page 9…)
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.
McShane and Associates
6230 Orchard Lake Road
Suite 200
West Bloomfield, MI 48322

Phone: 248-855-6492

SAVE THE DATES!

Spring Information Meeting
May 20th 7 pm

Shannon Hall, The Costick Center

Annual Meeting
September 16th 7 pm

Shannon Hall, The Costick Center

Upcoming Monthly Breakfast
April 25th 9:30 am

Kerby’s Koney Island
21200 Haggerty Road
Northville, MI 48167

River Pines Board of Directors

Ed LeFevre President
Jan Hall Vice President
Barbra Lee Treasurer
Joyce Brandemihl Secretary
Bruce Tobis Director
Lin Whiteman Director
Dennis Connolly Director
_________________________________

Management Company

McShane and Associates
6230 Orchard Lake Road, Suite 200

West Bloomfield, MI 48322

Phone: 248-855-6492

Hours—8:30 am—5 pm

For Emergencies after 5:00 p.m. call:
248-456-0233


