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Message from the 

President- 
By: Ed LeFevre 

 

W hat a summer.  We had plenty of rain 

and sun shine and that kept things 

green.  But all good things pass and it’s time 

to get ready for winter again.  Let’s hope it’s 

a little easier on us this year. 

 

We accomplished the usual projects this past 

summer.  There were no unusual events with 

the exception of the Tree Management Pro-

ject.  We have had several complaints that 

residents did not know this was going to hap-

pen and they were opposed to what was be-

ing done.  It’s a shame people did not know 

what we were planning when it was covered 

in several communication tools we have 

available for residents.  We had an extensive 

presentation the Spring Meeting in May de-

scribing what was planned with photos. So 

many people feel it’s not important to attend 

these meeting and then they are surprised.   

 

We have the whole Spring Meeting Presenta-

tion on the web site but only 70% of our resi-

dents have access to the internet.  We also 

had 2 specific notices on the web site of what 

was about to happen in July and August. 

 

In addition we had an article in the April May 

newsletter.  I guess people don’t read that ei-

ther.   

 

We talked about joining one of our commit-

tees particularly the Grounds Committee and 

the Architectural Committee.  This is where 

all the projects are discussed and planned.  

We notify committee members of meetings 

by email but we do not have a good way to 

notify all the co-owners.  It’s difficult to plan 

meetings for an unknown number of guests 

and we have limited facilities.  We will work 

on this issue to see what we can do.   

 

Just as a reminder, the Tree Project is a 3 

phase program and we just implemented 

phase I this summer.  This involved trees 

close to units that needed to be removed be-

cause they have overgrown their area.  Phase 

II will involve all the street trees and trim-

ming or removal will be required.  Phase III 

will involve the yard trees or trees that were 

not part of phase I or II.  We will not be trim-

ming or removing trees from the natural are-

as.  We typically only remove trees in the 

natural areas that the wind blows down but 

removal is not automatic. 
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Welcome New Co-Owners 
By: The Welcoming Committee 

 

 

River Pines would like to welcome to our 

neighborhood the following new co-owners. 

Please update your latest directory, with the 

information below.  

 

 

Michael & Ruth Farabaugh  

21480 River Ridge Court  

(734) 591-0630 

 

Ralph M. & Susan K Fusco  

21625 River Ridge Trail 

(248) 893-6447 

 

Rosendo Asevedo & Nancy Donohue 

22310 River Ridge Trail 

(248) 421-4206 

 

Tom & Alice Sheehan 

21935 River Ridge Trail 

(248) 474-0390 

 

Marie F. & Richard F. Miesowicz 

35360 Lone Pine Lane  

(734) 765-6373 

 

Thomas Fifelski 

35204 Knollwood Lane  

(248) 391-3918 

 

Kathy Adams  

22189 River Pines Drive 

(248) 224-3030 

 

CORRECTION TO 2014 DIRECTORY:  

 

Charles & Frances Crimaldi 

248-957-8785  

 

 

Tree replacement is not automatic.  With the 

completion of each phase the Grounds Com-

mittee, under the direction of Jan Hall, will 

review the area and make a recommendation 

to the Board areas they feel need replacement 

trees.  

 

There has been a lot of concern and discus-

sion regarding the replacement responsibility 

for unit front entrance decks and porches.  At 

the annual meeting in September, we report-

ed we had discovered an error in the Exhibit 

B drawings of the Consolidated Master Deed 

executed in 2010.  The end result is “all units 

have front entrance porches” and therefore 

the Association is responsible for mainte-

nance, repair and replacement. Again, the 

front entrance structure is a “porch”. 

 

Many units have optional decks and the 

maintenance, repair and replacement of these 

is the responsibility of the co-owners. 

 

Over the next few months the Architectural 

Committee will be considering questions re-

garding the frequency of staining porches as 

well as the criteria for replacement. 

 

S o, that’s a synopsis of what’s been hap-

pening over the past 3 months.  Looking 

forward, we have at least 3 or 4 months of 

winter weather to enjoy.  I hope you all have 

a wonderful Christmas Holiday and a Very 

Happy New Year. 

 

Obituaries  
Adrian Raney, previous owner at River Pines 

passed away from complications with PSP on July 

10th as reported by her son Brian.  
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IS YOUR FLAG TIRED…..? 

 

S everal residents have noticed old, worn 

and dirty American Flags on some 

homes.  Could this be your house? These 

flags have been out all winter, all night and a 

questionable number of years. Rain, snow 

and the dark of night can be very hard on a 

flag. 

 

In the pictures above, does your flag look like 

one of these on the left or right?  If so, would 

you consider taking it down and purchasing a 

bright, new one like the picture in the mid-

dle? The flag store will dispose of your old 

one. 

 

How you treat your American Flag says a lot 

about your patriotism and respect for the 

Stars and Stripes. Your flag can look beauti-

ful for much longer if you take it down at 

night or keep it down during in climate 

weather. 

 

For those of you who never display an Amer-

ican Flag, perhaps you would consider pur-

chasing one for your residence. Show your 

love for your country.  Be patriotic!  

 

A True, Diehard Patriot 

Porches vs. Decks  

 

A t our Annual Association Meeting on 

September 17, 2014 we announced to 

the attendees that we have discovered an er-

ror in the Exhibit B drawings that are part of 

the Consolidated Master Deed.  We were 

glad to report that all units have a front en-

trance porch and therefore the association has 

responsibility for maintenance, repair and re-

placement.  We had previously indicated that 

some units had porches and some units had 

decks.  The co-owner has responsibility for 

maintenance, repair and replacement of all 

decks. 

 

Correction of this error will require an 

amendment to the Consolidated Master Deed.  

This will occur later this year or early next 

year.  This amendment will be forwarded to 

all co-owners when available.   

 
AT&T Connected Communities 

 

R iver Pines is part of a special program 

with AT&T, Connected Communities. 

This program provides a direct phone line for 

superior customer service, and additional 

promotions not offered to all AT&T custom-

ers.  

 

Currently, AT&T is offering bundle promo-

tions for the community. Call the number be-

low at any time for billing, repair, or service 

questions.  
877-910-0501 
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River Pines Board of Directors 
 

Ed LeFevre   President 

Jan Hall   Vice President 

Barbra Lee   Treasurer 

Joyce Brandemihl  Secretary 

Paul Pardee   Director 

Lin Whiteman  Director 

Dennis Connolly  Director  

 _________________________________                                                             

Management Company 
 

McShane and Associates 

6230 Orchard Lake Road, Suite 200 

West Bloomfield, MI 48322 
 

Phone: 248-855-6492 

 

Hours 

Monday—Friday 8:30 am—5 pm 
 

For Emergencies after 5:00 p.m. call: 

248-456-0233 

Getting Ready to Leave 

for the Winter? 
By:  Editorial Staff 

 

S o are you one of the snowbirds getting 

ready to leave us for the winter?  

 

First—Take the weather, the cold, wet, 

snowy icy conditions with you! Those of us 

staying would appreciate it. 

 

But seriously, there are a few things you 

need to do before you go. 

 

 Inspect the furnace, make sure it will last 

the winter. Even at 50-55 degrees if your 

furnace goes down, your pipes may 

freeze. 

 

 Turn off and empty your water heater. No 

sense keeping water warm, that’s not go-

ing to be used.  

 

 Turn off and disconnect the hoses to the 

washing machine. Eliminate the chance of 

worn hoses bursting and flooding your 

basement. 

 

 Inspect and ensure your sump pump is 

working properly. Another source of 

damage should it fail. 

 

 Have your mail stopped and forwarded to 

your winter address. 

 

 Make sure you have family or neighbor 

check on your condo on a weekly basis. 

This will ensure minimal damage should 

something fail. 

 

Remember that the co-owner is responsible 

for the first $5,000 of damage in your unit. 

So be prepared and have a happy winter. 

We’ll be here in the Spring. 

 

Salt  

Buckets 
 

A gain this year, the 

maintenance building 

will have a supply of 5 gal-

lon buckets with salt that can be used on your 

front porch and walkway, should you need 

extra. Our contract with Greenlawn Land-

scaping includes salting of porches, side-

walks, and driveways, but sometimes ice 

forms between  snowfalls. 

 

Please either fill out a work order and Greg 

or Bob will drop off a container, or stop by 

the maintenance building and pick one up. 

 

As always we want you Safe! 
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River Pines Holiday Party  
 

This year's Holiday Party will be held at 

G. Subu's Leather Bottle, located on the 

east side of Farmington Rd., just south of 

8 Mile, on Saturday, December 6, 2014, 

at 4PM.  Participants can look forward to 

a delicious three-course dinner, cash bar, 

an optional white elephant gift exchange, 

a 50/50 raffle, and numerous door prizes, 

all while socializing with friends and 

neighbors.  Flyers with complete infor-

mation and a reservation coupon will be 

in the mail stations in early November. 

Snow Removal Season 

is coming! Park your 

cars in the Garage. 
By: Grounds Committee 

 

A s winter approaches we all need to be 

prepared for the challenges that the 

winter brings. Very important to each of you 

is to have a driveway cleared of snow at the 

earliest possible time after the snow stops.  

 

Driveways can’t be cleaned if a car is parked 

in it. Having half your driveway done just 

piles up snow next to the car parked in the 

driveway. River Pines has over 355 drive-

ways that need to be cleaned every time it 

snows. Often, the crews start at 2-3 in the 

morning. It takes a good 10-12 hours to get 

the driveways, sidewalks, roads cleaned and 

salted.  

 

So please remember there is not time in the 

day to come back and do the other half of 

your driveway, just because you moved your 

car.  Keep both cars in the garage, you won’t 

have to clean off the snow, and it helps 

avoids slips and falls. 

 

River Pines Monthly 

Breakfast Event  

 

 

O ur Third Saturday of the Month Break-

fast, at 9 a.m. has been moved from 

Luigis in town to the Farmington Hills Golf 

Course, on 11 Mile west of Halsted, until 

they close in December for the winter. Its a 

lovely place with good food and room for all 

of us and more. Please join us sometime. 

 

Lots of fun and interesting conversation. The 

next Breakfast will be on November 15th at 

9:30 am at the location listed above. Hope to 

see you there!  

 

http://www.123rf.com/photo_23393893_snow-plough-theme.html
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10. Do you really think I won’t look in your 

sock drawer? I always check dresser 

drawers, the bedside table, and the medi-

cine cabinet. 

11. Here’s a helpful hint: I almost never go 

into the kids’ rooms. 

12. You’re right: I won’t have enough time to 

break into that safe where you keep your 

valuables. But if it’s not bolted down, I’ll 

take it with me. 

13. A loud TV or radio can be a better deter-

rent than the best alarm system. If you’re 

reluctant to leave your TV on while 

you’re out of town, you can buy  a $35 

device that works on a timer and simu-

lates the flickering glow of a real televi-

sion. 

 

From the Farmington Hills 

Police Newsletter: 

 

R esidential burglaries are down 19% 

from last year at this time, and down 

5% for Aug. 2014 as compared to Aug. 2013. 

Considering 2013 had the third lowest num-

ber of residential burglaries in Farmington 

Hills history, the continued assistance of resi-

dents has kept us on track to have another 

banner year. 

 

Larceny from automobiles are slightly up for 

the first 8 months of 2014. For the month or 

August larceny from vehicles are up 10%.. 

 

Remember – Be vigilant —  Keep your cars 

parked in the garage. 

Things Your 

Burglar Won’t 

Tell You—

Seriously!! 
By:  Editorial Staff 

 

1. Of course I look familiar. I was here just 

last week cleaning your carpets, painting 

your shutters, or delivering your new re-

frigerator. 

2. Hey , thanks for letting me use the  bath-

room when I was working in your garage 

last week. While I was in there, I un-

latched the back window to make my re-

turn a little easier 

3. Yes I really do look for newspapers piled 

up on the driveway or porch. And I may 

leave a pizza flyer in your front door to 

see how long it takes you to remove it. 

4. If it snows when you’re out of town, get a 

neighbor to make car and foot tracks into 

the house. Virgin drifts in the driveway 

are a dead give away. 

5. If decorative glass is part of your front 

entrance, don’t let your alarm company 

install the control pad where I can see if 

it’s set. That makes it too easy. 

6. A good security company alarms the win-

dow over the sink. And the windows on 

the second floor, which often access the 

master bedroom– and your jewelry. It’s 

not a bad idea to put  motion detectors up 

there too. 

7. It’s raining, you’re fumbling with your 

umbrella, and you forget to lock your 

door—understandable. But understand 

this: I don’t take a day off because of bad 

weather. 
 

9. I always knock first. If you answer, I’ll 

ask for directions somewhere or offer to 

do some chores. (Don’t take me up on it.) 
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Holidays Are Coming—Be 

Safe, Stay Alive 
By:John Fahrner 

 

T he holidays are upon us and it time to 

be extra safe in your neighborhood. 

That means watching out for yourself and 

neighbors. As the cold comes and ice and 

snow start to abound, let’s be aware of slips 

and falls. Greenlawn will be out to take care 

of our driveways and sidewalks, but mother 

nature tends to hide black ice. Be aware  of 

the situation around your car, as you take  

your walks, the mail station.  

 

Before you travel, make sure your car is 

ready for the trip. First Aid kit, Survival 

Blanket, Water, and Food (like energy bars) 

are good to keep  in the car.  

 

Let’s be helpful to each other this winter. 

Check on our neighbors, make sure if they 

can’t get out, that they have food and medi-

cine. Take care of each other and stay warm. 

 

PART OF THE JOY OF THE HOLIDAYS 

IS FREELY GIVING—LET’S MAKE 

THIS A JOYOUS SEASON & NEW 

YEAR. 

Have a question? Find the 

Answer on the River 

Pines Web Site  

By John Fahrner  

 

S o you have some questions about how 

things are done here at River Pines. A 

great resource is the River Pines website 

ww.riverpinescondominiums.com 

 

It’s unbelievable how much content is includ-

ed at the site. Below is an example of infor-

mation you can find;  

  

 Master Deed  

 Rules and Regulations  

 By-Laws  

 Work Order Request  

 Modification Request  

 Project Schedule  

 Reserve Plan  

 Current Year Operating Budget  

 

And Much More ! 

 

Yep it’s all there, questions on satellite dish 

installation– it’s there. Trash pick-up—it’s 

there, gutter cleaning schedule—it’s there, 

walking paths info—it’s there, Landscape 

modification - it’s there.  

 

All your answers are just a mouse click away. 

So before you make that call, or if you’re 

awake late at night:  

 

REMEMBER...I CAN GO 

TO THE RIVER PINES 

WEBSITE AND GET THAT 

ANSWER  
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. 
McShane and Associates 

6230 Orchard Lake Road 

Suite 200 

West Bloomfield, MI 48322 

 

Phone: 248-855-6492 


