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Message from the
President-
By: Ed LeFevre

There will be no weather report in this
message as you all know what it’s

been like for the past few weeks.

Our projects for this year are progressing
well.
 We have completed the unit painting al-

ready.
 Roof replacement is done, or nearly so,

barring any summer damage due to ex-
cessive heat.

 Our concrete replacement project was
start in the middle of July and should be
completed by August 1st..

 We will be doing some concrete leveling
of several driveways in July or August.

 We are in the process of obtaining
quotes for asphalt repair and repaving
that we expect to do in September.

 Deck washing and staining is underway
and weather permitting we will finish
this project in August.

 Decks scheduled for staining next year
will be inspected later this fall. Wood
repair and replacement will be done be-
fore winter so the wood can weather and
take the stain next summer.

We have been doing our best to keep the
lawns green but the hot dry weather pre-
sents a real challenge. We have a couple of

new Irrigation Committee members, Mary
Parent and Clare Pardee, and they are pa-
trolling their areas for damage and inopera-
tive sprinklers.

We have the waterfall going again. In early
June we had a pump motor failure and we
were down for a little over a week.

Although it’s mid summer we need to re-
member that September is coming and that
brings on the Annual Meeting. We will be
nominating and electing directors so start
thinking about running for the Board. It is
the Board, all the support personnel and or-
ganizations that keep River Pines looking
attractive and desirable for new co-owners.
We frequently get emails requesting infor-
mation on units for sale and for lease. The
fact that we have only 1 or 2 units available
is a good testimony to the desirability of
River Pines.

We hope you have a safe and enjoyable
summer and remember to put up that
American Flag.



2

River Pines Board of Directors

Ed LeFevre President
Jan Hall Vice President
Tom Cornell Treasurer
Barbra Lee Secretary
Paul Pardee Director
Shirley Niesyto Director
Dennis Connelly Director
_________________________________

Management Company

McShane and Associates
6230 Orchard Lake Road, Suite 200

West Bloomfield, MI 48322

Don’t Invite Criminals!
Farmington Hills Police Dept.

Don’t make it easy for criminals dur-
ing the warm weather months.

Criminals love it when garage doors are
left open or parked cars have the windows
down. They love it when no one is home
and a screen can be easily pushed in
through an open window. But what crimi-
nals really love is an empty house with an
unlocked door– burglars found unlocked
doors at 62 Farmington Hills homes last
year. Residents who practice crime pre-
vention and act as eyes and ears to report
suspicious events are the key ingredients
to keeping the community safe. Serious
crime in Farmington Hills decreased 6.2%
last year and 21% during the past 3 years.
Last year 15 of the 20 most serious crime
categories decreased or stayed the same. In
2011, serious Group A Crime was the low-
est number in the past 17 years. Farming-
ton Hill earned recognition as Michigans
third safest city with a population more
than 75,000 people. (According to the
2010 census, the population of Farmington
Hills is 79,740)

Help eliminate crime this summer. Don’t
leave bicycles, tools, golf clubs and other
valuables unattended. Keep garage doors
shut, and home, and car doors locked. Re-
port suspicious events by calling the Police
Dept at 248-871-2700 .

Slow Down— Or We Will
Slow YOU Down!
By: Board of Directors

One of our top complaints we receive
on the board is speeding in the com-

munity.
Speeding coming in. Speeding going out.
Speeding throughout the community

THE POSTED SPEED LIMIT IS
19 MPH

The Board is looking at the following op-
tions should the speeders in the community
don’t slow down

1. Farmington Hills traffic officers on site
to ticket speeders

2. Speed Bumps (2-3) 8” high at both en-
trances

3. Speed Humps (3” high) scattered
throughout the community

4. Community violations based on speeds
as clocked by security cameras currently
in place.

It would be really great if none of this is re-
quired, so those of you that feel you need to
speed, you need to slow down and enjoy the
ride.
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The Power Outage—
By: Ed LeFevre

It never seems to fail that when the weather
turns really “hot’ we have power failures
from DTE or the air conditioner fails. In ei-
ther case it takes time to make repairs and
its difficult to be patient.

As you know, early on the morning of July
6th we experienced a primary power failure
from the Gill Road power source. The
source provides electricity to approximately
70 units within River Pines along River
Ridge, White Pine, Red Pine, and Lone
Pine Lane. This power source is fed by the
8 Mile Road sub station.

The remaining units in River Pines receive
their power from the Drake and Freedom
road sub station. It is seldom that both sub
stations go down but they are both suscepti-
ble to the many factors that cause outages.

The association and/or Mcshane Manage-
ment have little influence with DTE when
we get these power failures. About all we
can do is notify DTE, but with the new
“Smart Meters” at your unit DTE usally
knows there is a problem before we do.

I received several call from co-owners ad-
vising me of the outage and the expectation

that I could fix the problem. Surprisingly, I
did not receive any phone calls telling me
the power had been restored.

We have experienced several power inter-
ruptions this year and most often our pump
house is affected. Many times these out-
ages are short term and the power is back
on in a few minutes. We are working with
DTE and they will be evaluating the prob-
lem and developing a plan to correct this
issue.

There is no guarantee for electrical power.
The only thing you can do is purchase a
portable generator that will provide limited
power and run your refrigerator, freezer,
furnace, etc. The number of appliances you
can run is dependent on the size of the gen-
erator. I’m sure you have seen some
neighbors running their generators during
the recent outage

If you want more protection you’ll need to
purchase a natural gas operated generator
of sufficient size to accommodate your
whole house needs.

Portable generators are available from
Home Depot, Lowes, Weingartz, etc. They
can help you with extension cords, pwer
strips, etc. The same suppliers can provide
Natural Gas generators and arrange for in-
stallation. You can also check the yellow
Pages and the Internet.

It all depends on how much security you
want and how much your willing to pay.
So check it out before we get to the next
power outage.
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Join a Committee
By: Ed LeFevre

From time to time I hear co-owners say
“I didn’t know that was going to be

done”. One of the ways to be informed and
involved in our community planning is to
participate on one of our Committees. The
Architectural and Grounds Committees are
the most active and nearly all our projects
are discussed and considered by the mem-
bers of these committees.

There are many projects that the association
takes on each year. Some are repetitive
every year but there are others that are “one
time” projects. Trying to have a special re-
view of these projects is very difficult to do.
We use the communication tools we have
such as the Newsletter, our Web Site, the
Spring Information meeting and the Annual
Meeting.

Everyone needs to remember the co-owners
of the association elects a Board of Direc-
tors each hear. The board is elected to man-
age the business of the association and does
so by utilizing a Management Company
(McShane and Associates), a Legal Firm
(Alexander, Zelmanski, Danner & Fioritto,
PLLC), various committees established by
the Board of Directors, a Site Manager and
a Finance / Administration Manager. The
board also utilizes several contractors em-
ployed to implement the many projects un-
dertaken throughout the year.

The Board of Directors and Committee
Members serve the association on a volun-
teer basis. There is no pay for their ser-
vices. The board meets on a formal basis
once a month. Throughout the month board
members are communicating back and forth
on many issues via e-mail and telephone
conversations.

During the summer there are a lot of activi-
ties going on and therefore much more
communication back and forth between the
board members and the committees.

So, if you want to know what’s going on,
get involved, “join a committee”, partici-
pate and be a part of the solution.

Garage Sale -
By: Bob Goodman

Participation in the annual commu-
nity garage sale was high this year

with 20 residents signing up to sell their
items. Buyers braved the high tempera-
tures to look for bargains and treasures,
and it appeared that many items were
sold. We wish to thank Mary Parrent
and John Robinson for their help in co-
ordinating the event to make it
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longing to everyone. Planting in these areas
can cause a problem. Let’s say you plant a
tree without approval and then move away
two years later. The next co-owner moves
in and doesn’t like the tree. They ask the
association to remove the tree. That tree
does not belong to the association and now
if removed, all your neighbors will share in
the cost of its removal. Or perhaps someone
plants flowers in the common area and ex-
pects the association to weed them. Again
all your neighbors would end up paying for
the weeding. When people request a
change, it can affect the cost structure for
the entire complex. That’s what the board
must review.

We also have wooded areas in our complex
that are designated as natural areas. These
areas are not maintained unless there is a
safety issue. If a change is desired in a natu-
ral area, a request must be sent to the board.
The impact of the request is evaluated and
in some instances, the change is approved at
the co-owners’ expense.

So before you request a change, consider
the ramifications of this change for the
other co-owners. Sometimes a change may
be necessary or an improvement, but for the
most part our condominiums look good and
are well maintained just as they are.

What are your
expectations of liv-
ing in a Condo?
By: Editorial Staff

Most people move to a condominium
because they don’t want the work

involved in the upkeep of a yard and exte-
rior of a house. If that’s your motivation,
then you’re on the right track. As co-owners
in a condominium, we can expect to have
our lawn work, exterior work, such as paint-
ing, window repair/ replacement, sidewalk
and driveway repair and much more done
for us as required. We pay a maintenance
fee so others will do that work. That’s the
life!

Now when you live in a close-knit commu-
nity of 354 others that also have their ex-
pectations and agendas, some rules are re-
quired. If everyone did whatever they fan-
cied, things would get out of control fast.
Not many of us want to look at the overall
picture, but want to concentrate on what we
want. That’s where the rules and policies
are required.

Some problems occur when co-owners want
to make a change and don’t know how to go
about it or just don’t care that it may violate
the rules. The proper way to seek change is
to ask permission and submit a request to
the Board of Directors. Board members
will evaluate the request and either approve
it or reject it.

For instance, many co-owners still feel that
they have their yard and want to plant gar-
dens, vegetables, trees and shrubs for their
beautification and privacy. When you move
into a condominium, you do not have a
yard. All the grounds are common areas be-
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2012 River Pines Asphalt
Paving Project
By; John Fahrner

River Pines is currently in the planning
stage of preparing to repave a sec-

tion of the Association s roads. The plans
calls for repaving Silver Ridge Court and
River Pines Trail addresses from 21780 to
21910.
(See maps on next page).

The plan is to have the work done in August
or early September. As soon as we have
scheduled dates we will advise the co-
owners. Remember, these projects are
weather dependent, so the schedule may
change and we will do all we can to give
everyone as much advance notice as possi-
ble.

THIS WILL BE A 2 DAY PROJECT

Day 1— This will be preparation for paving
and residents will be able to get to and from
their unit during the day.

Day 2—All vehicle traffic within the
marked areas will be restricted and stopped
between the hours of 8:00 am until 6:00 pm
so the contractor can do the paving and al-
low the asphalt to set up

Before the day of resurfacing it is impera-
tive that you park your car on an adjacent
street if you will be going out on that day.
Once resurfacing start you will not be al-
lowed to drive out. So plan ahead and deter-
mine where you will park on the night be-
fore. Remember not to block other co-
owners driveways.

With everyone’s cooperation not only will
the project run smoothly, but another sec-
tion of roads will be smooth!

Clear View
Maintenance

“Greg” Nothnagel
9799 Russell St.
Northville, Mi.

Phone: 734.323.7594

“All jobs considered”

We provide exceptional services in the following areas:
Deck restoration that includes cleaning and staining.
Vinyl siding and concrete cleaning.
Home maintenance services including painting and caulking.
Garden and Landscape maintenance including outside lighting.
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.
McShane and Associates
6230 Orchard Lake Road
Suite 200
West Bloomfield, MI 48322

Phone:248-855-6492


